




























































SPECIAL SECTION SPONSORED BY THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ON A ROAD 
LESS TRAVELED 

Flll'ER u p 
STORY AND PHOTO BY MICHAEl ZIMNY 

mid the confusion of oversized signs, convenience markets and fast food restaurants along Sarasota's South 
Tamiami Trail stands an unexpected survivor of Florida's automotive past-and a preservation success stOiy as 
well. Sarasota County's oldest intact service station, the former Nelson]. Wilson Texaco station was constructed 
in 1953 by the Texas Oil Corporation. Painted the familiar Texaco colors of white, green and red and marked by 
the company's signature star, the building served the traveling public for nearly 40 years, pumping gas until 1991. 
The building limped along as a garage only for several years after that, hardly noticed until it caught the eye of 
Arnold Berns in 1997. 

Berns set out to rehabilitate the building for use as his photography studio, but he was determined to maintain 
as much of its original character as possible. The building's exact original colors were determined, mixed, and 
the station was given a brand new coat of paint. Its two deteriorated service bay doors were replaced with wooden 
ones to match the originals. One stands open during the day to reveal its operable car lift and Berns· 1956 Ford 
Thunderbird. Vintage gas pumps, lighting and a Coca-Cola machine complete the building's image as a classic 
1950s service station. But don't look for the station's gas-advertised at 35 cents a gallon-anymore. You won't 
find that on this or any road less traveled today. 

The Wilson Texaco station is located at 4613 South Tamiami Trail (U.S. 4/) between Bee Ridge and Proctor Roads. lfyou're traveling 

on l-75, exit at Bee Ridge Road, head west toward Sarasota to Tamiami Trail, then turn left. The building will be on your left. Next to 

the station you'll notice the 191 Os Bispham House which has also been rehabiliated by Berns for his wife's wntercolor studio. 



OlD SCHOOl SQUARE 
CUlTURAl ARTS CENTER 
From its beginnings as a group of vacant school 

buildings ten years ago, Old School Square has 

become the cultural heart of a revitalized down­

town Delray Beach. Their transformation into a 

visual and performing arts center has created a 

showcase for the city's cultural and ethnic history. 

VENICE 
Originally envisioned as a retirement haven for 

members of the Brotherhood of locomotive 

Engineers union, this Gulf Coast community began 

with something few Florida cities can boast-a 

plan. Discover the history behind the plan, its 

lofty aspirations for the future, the community's 

setbacks and comebacks and why it looks the way 

it does today. 

FLORIDA 

R.A. Gray Building • 500 South Bronaugh Street 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 

The Hotel Venice, 

Venice 

Old School Square 

Cultural Arts Center, 

-~ Delray Beach 
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